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As the first woman, the first academic and the first Japanese person [1] serve as the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Ogata led the UN Refugee Agency’s efforts in Iraq,
the Balkans, Africa’s Grear Lakes region and Afghanistan.

<omission>

Ogata was working as a professor of international relations and dean at Sophia University in
Tokyo [2] the General Assembly approved her appointment as UNHCR in 1991. Her new job
provided the opportunity to test her theoretical knowledge of foreign policy decision-making in
the real world.

The post-Cold War refugee crises of the 1990s required that she act differently [3] her
predecessors and presented her with tough decisions. Should the UN Refugee Agency
collaborate with military forces, [4] the U.S.-led coalition in Iraq and NATO in Yugoslavia,
inviting an accusation of the militarization of humanitarianism? Should they help civilians leave
their homes in the former Yugoslavia, thereby facilitating ethnic cleansing, or force them to
remain in the midst of conflict? Should they provide humanitarian aid to refugees in camps [5]
on the borders of Rwanda, even if perpetrators of the genocide were among the recipients of that
aid?

Ogata was the first commissioner to brief the Security Council, [6] she urged member states to
act more decisively in devising political solutions to conflict, thereby reducing the number of
refugees and the stateless. She also believed that policymakers working for humanitarian
agencies and developmental bureaucracies needed to seek solutions from the ground up. She
herself spent more time in the field than any of her predecessors, with her ears open to local
solutions.

<omission>

One of the most dramatic moments during Ogata’s decade as high commissioner took [7] on
February 17, 1993, when she abruptly announced that the UNHCR would suspend the delivery
of aid to desperate refugees in Bosnia-Herzegovina, suffering as they were in the violence that
accompanied the breakup of Yugoslavia. She made this decision because all three warring parties
—the Bosnian Serbs, the Croats and the Muslim-led Bosnian government—had prevented the
delivery of the aid to civilians who needed it. The Bosnian Serbs in particular harassed relief
officials, ultimately killing several European and Bosnian aid workers.

The media covered Ogata’s decision to suspend the humanitarian mission as a showdown [8]
Ogata and the secretary general of the United Nations, Boutros Boutros-Ghali. As Ogata herself
put it, ““ no decision that I took in my ten years as high commissioner caused as much havoc.

She later explained that although she was very concerned about the civilians in dire need of
relief, the level of politicization of relief work had crossed a threshold that she was no [9] able to
tolerate. Aid deliveries resumed five days later, but her decision to call out the politicization of
humanitarian efforts, and to seek safety guarantees for humanitarian workers, earned her the
respect of people within the agency. Her personal aide, Kazuo Tase, recalls Ogata [10] a speech at

the UN Refugee Agency after she had left her post. When she entered the auditorium, the 200
staffers rose and gave her a two-minute standing ovation. People throughout the United Nations
spoke about her with great affection and respect.

Hi# : Washington University in St. Louis, Arts & Sciences, Center for the Humanities, Japan’s “five-foot giant” of
international relations, 4.25.24, Human Ties Features, Faculty Fellow Projects
https://humanities.wustl.edu/news/japans-five-foot-giant-international-relations, accessed on January 7,
2026.

R XHO[1]5[101ICAN SR HEGRFEL, TD (a) ~(d) DFNLOEDBW], LD
TR RERMOBERTEA LR S,

[1]  (a)of (b) to (c) at (d) on
[2]  (a) when (b) where (c) which (d) whose

[3] (a) with (b) along (c) for (d) from

[4]  (a) includes (b) including () included (d) inclusive
[5]  (a)locate (b) locating () located (d) location

[6] (a) where (b) which (c) how (d) whose

[71  (a) point (b) posture (c) position (d) place

[8]  (a) against (b) between (c) where (d) how

[9] (a) longer (b) long (c) longest (d) length

[10] (a) given (b) gave (c) gives (d) giving



